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THE LEGEND OF
SPACE CRUISER
YAMATO

by Allen Rowe

Editor’s Mote: If you are unfamiliar with the
events chronicled in the original Space Cruisar
Farmate or Mrst season of Staridagers, |
suggest you turn to the Starblazers episode
guide prior te reading this article.--Joe.

In 1974, ane of the mest historic events In
Japanese animation history took place, althaugh
it's normally receptive audience didn't really
notlce. ;

In @ year dominated by giant robol and superhero
cartoens (such as Mezdnger 7 and Salchaman ),
a sclence fiction series premiered that was
destined to become a classic of the genre, &b
SenkaT Famsia
Created by Yoshinobu Nishizaki and Le i
Matsumoto, the crew of the Yamate were united
I & desperate quest across intergalactic space
to gave & dying Earth from the threat of the evil
Gamilas Empire with the aide of Gueen Staasha

of the distant planet Iskandar. After 26 episodes
of brial and tribulations, it's quest rulfitled, left
the airwaves in 19735,

I July of 1977, ingpired by the overwhelming
worldwide response to George Lucas's Sfar kars
Mishizaki produced a condensed feature length
1ilm version of the television series also titled
Sogce Crudser Famalo Yamato became a
phenomenal success, seizing the Imagination of
the Japanese and permanently changing the
course of animation InJapan

After the hugely profitable release of Yamalo,
Mishizakl prepared an a2l new movie sequel to the
first film that would detall the end of the mighty
battleship. The second Tilm, released in 1978,
was called Sarade Lohy Senkan Yamalo or
Arrivegeref Famata Arrivederci begins one year
follawing Space Cruiser with the eminous threat
af a great white comet on a collision course with
Earth, A now decormmisioned Yamato 5 stolen by
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Kodai and the surviving crew members of the
ships maiden voyage and sent by Teresa, the
spirit of universal love, on a desperate mission
Lo defeat the White Comet Ernpire as they
Lhreaten Lo conguer the Cosmaos.

As the story unfolds a tragic confrontation
between Kodal and Deslar of the Gamilas leaves

YukiMori mortally wounded Deslar commits
suicide and the film climaxes with a massive
Sspace batble in which the White Comet Emplre
totally destroys Earth’s new fleet of defenders.
Only the battered Yamalo remains with amere 18
crew members left. But Kedal, with Yok beside
him, and the'ghosts of Captain Okita and his many
fallen comrades supporting him, Sends the
Yamato on a kamikaze-like course into the White
Comet’s space fortress saving nat only his
beloved Earth, but the entire galaxy from
enslavernent.

InQctober of 1978, Seace Orwiser Yamale 7
prefiered on Japanese Lelevision and was
basically a 25 episode adaptation of Asrivesercy
with some notable revisions in the storyline, For
examplie: Teresa became a mortal woman and [ost
her heart Lo Daisuke Shima, Yamato's navigator
Also, Deslar and Yuki survive the finale of the
televislon epic. Needless to say, Lhis series lost
Yamato some fans!

Famalc e Mew Vorage was an all-new 90
minute television movie, troadcast inJuly of
1979, and was very well recleved. Beginning
Immediately after the adventures chronicled In
Famate 2 Wew Voyage Tound the Yamato allied
with Deslar defending the planet Iskandar and
1t's only inhabitants, Gueen Staasha and Mamory
kKodal, Susumu's older brother, from an attack by
warships from the Dark Rebula Empire. 1T takes
the ultimate sacrifice of Staasha to destroy the
Dark Nebula Tleet A grieving Mamory survives,
tricked by his wife into entering an escape pad
with very precious cargo; Sasha, their infant
daughter and last of the Iskandar race,

Yamato the Mew Voyage ends with the spirit of
Queen Staasha consoling her beloved family and
friends...Destar and his Tleel parting '

The next saga premiered in theatres in August of
1980, Be Farever Yamalo opens in 2202, ong year
after the loss of Staasha and |skandar, The Dark
Hebula Empire maunts & sudden nvasion of the
Earth and plants a 10 story-high doomsday device
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, threatening ln- destroy the planet if the Yamato
and her ¢rew are not turned over Lo their
vengeful hands. Susumu Kadai, gathering as many

ol his fellow shipmates as he can, attempts to
escape an gocupied Earth, He plans Lo rendezvious
with the Yamata, hidden by Chief Mechanic Shira

sanada in Lthe asteroid Icarus, beyond the orbit of
Hars. In Tlight, however, Yuki Is wounded and is
left behind at the mercy of the Dark Mebula
Meanwhile, Mamoru uses explosives concealed
under his uniform to take his own 1ife and the
ives of @ room full of Dark Kebula warriors,
giving Todo, the commander of Earth Defense, the
chance to escape. Once free, he sends a message
te lcarus ardering the Yamato on amission Lo
take the conflict to the Dark Nebula homeworld.
And 50, 3 new quest beging for the Yamato, &5
the mighty stacenip and its pilets fight through
the stellar gauntlet of the Dark Nebula war
machine. During the journey, Kodal is
reintroduced to his niece Sasha who has grown
froen @ baby (25 seen in Famalo (he Aew Vopage)
to 3 beautiful, enchanting teenager inonly one
year's time; a natural trait of her Iskandarian
bloodline. She becomes a comtort ing companion
ta her uncle, worried as he was about Yuki
Back on Earth, Yuki's 1aser wound is tended Lo by
Arufon, 2 second lieutenant of the Dark Nebula
army. The dark eyed alien has become infatuated
with the lovely human, but she rebuffs his
advances, eventually getting away from him and
participates in an assault on the mammath b
The bomb is deactivated, but, during the raid,
Yuki is confronted by Arufon, who i5 shat and
dies; revealed Lo be a cyborg
The Yamalo reaches the Dark Heoula homeworld,
which turns out Lo be 3 gigantic artificial space
citadel, Battling to the heart of the fortress,
Kodai fires the Wave Motlon Gun and the base is
consumed in an awesome conflagration The
enermy is destroyed: the Yamate and her crew
have won, but they have lost too, Sadly, Sasha
died in the blast of the space fortress. In Lhe_ ;
slarry vastness of space, Sasha's smiling spiril
appears before Kodal and the crew of the Yamate,
joining her mokher, GQueen Staasha, n the




arterlife.

In the year 2203, the dynamic Deslar returns to
become Imvolved in the future of the Earth in
Soace Cruiser Yamaldo Y, 8 25 eplsode
television storyline that debuted in Dctober
1980, Since his 1ast meeting with his one time
foes four years ago, Deslar has rebuilt Lthe
Garuman-Gamilas Empire, but come into conflict
with a rival starfaring power, The Bolar
Commonwealth, Inthe midst of a space battle
between the two fleets, a proton missile is fred
inta Earth's sun by accident, causing it te expand
to many times its original size. The Earth is
suddenly faced within a Mery end within one
year's time. And so, the Yamato, along with
starships from other 23rd century Earth nations,
1ike the Arizona (United States), The Prince of
wWales (Great Britaind, and the Bismark
{Germany), are sent spaceward In search to find a
new world where humanity can relocate.

Soon the Yamato is caught up in the
Gamllas/Bolar wWar. Captured after fighting a
Gamllas Tleet, the Yamato is turned over to
Deslar for his enjoyment as a birthday present!
However, learning of his former enemies’ dire
mission, he decides to help them, eventually
aiding them In meeting the beautiful, mysterious
Cueen Luda of Shalbart. Once on her homeworld,
Luda reveals hersell to be the goddess Mether
Shalbart in human form, 2ad willing to help the
crew of the Yarmato save the Earth from solar
devastation She gives them the Hydro Cosmoegen,
a device that will restore the sun to IUs normal
state,

The television serles climaxes with the
ultimate battle between Deslars forces and the
Bolar Commonwealth, as the Yamato sets of f to
save Earth. The ending |5 a triumphant one, as,
with the spiritual aide of Luda, Deslar defealts
nis enemies and Kodal, 1ogethor with Yukl, Tires
the Hydro Cosmogen inbo the sun, healing the
raging Inferno and 5aving the Earth Trom a fiery
fate,

With the ending of Seace Oruviser Yamalo /i

what next? Creators and fans of the saga began
Lo realize Lhat the series was losing steam and
becoming Loo repetitive, IUs original vitality
fading With other television series and movies
Qrowing more and more popular than Yamate
(natably Mabile St oungam In both
Incarnations), the time had come Lo bring Yamato
to 2 definite concluzion

The last tale in the saga premiered In-Japan In
March 1983, Space Criviser ¥amale: The

Conciudfing Chaeler, 2150 titled simply, Fingf
Famate Taking place In 2203, directly after the
story L01d In Be forewver Famale, Finsl totally
disregards the adventures chronlcled in Famals
A and establishes another alternate ending to
the Yamato fable. As this film opens, the Milky
Way Galaxy is in danger of being destroyed as
anather spiral galaey has collided with 1t causing
catastrophes on a galactic scale. On a survey
mission to study the unprecedented phentmena,
the Yamato discovers the Garuman-Gamilas
harneworld a 1ifeless wasteland. Fearing their
comdrade Deslar is dead, Kodal and the crew
conduck a memorial service for him, eventually

12




having to flee the planet before it is destroyed
by the conflicting forces of the two galaxles

Soon after, the Yamato chances upon anobher
digaster in the making as they Find the planel
Deingil being deluged by a huge, twisting calumn
of water coming from 3 gigantic wandering
waterworld called Aquarius. Sighting a small
graup of survivers, Kodal boards & Cosmaohaund
and leads a rescue that ends tragically when the
Yamato 15 struck by a massive wave. All are lost
save Koddl and ane little boy,

Deingilan warships launch 2 devastating
surprise attack on the Yamato, 3he makes it back
to Earth, but enly by using her automatic
quidance systems. Once home, doctors (amang
them Sado and Yuki) Mind thal two-thirds of the
ship's crew |5 dead! Meanwhile, the Deingllan
Wwarlord Lugal plans to use his space fartress,
Urukuy, to transport the entire planet inte Earth
orbit to repeat the calamity that struck his
homewaorld, but this Lime wiping oul all
humanitly. Afterwards, the Deingllans will claim
Lhe Earth for themselves.

A mew war thus begins, with the Earth's stellar
flegts proving no match for the Deingilan
military. The Yamato i5 repaired and a new créw
recruited, but a remorseful Kedal resigns his
cornmand, tortured with the guilt over losing so
many of his fellow crewmen on that 1ast tragic
mission, And s0, 25 the Yamato prepares Lo
HEL-afT Lo defend the Earth (ram & new
adversary, the mightly starship gets a ‘new’
captain: amazingly, it turng aut Lo be Juzo Okita,
the Yamato's original Captain, who, by some
miracle, has come back to life alter dying at the
end of the Yamato's irst voyage!

The final quest begins, taking the mighty Yamato
Lo Aquarius where it's crew has a visitation with
the Queen of Aquarius, then is plunged into Lhe
ultimate battle with the Deingllans on the
surface of Lheir asterold edifice. Uruku is
destrayed, but Dalsuke Shima, Kodai's 1emgLime
friend, dies. Lugal, with the remainder of his
forces, prepares Lo destroy Lhe Yamata once and
for all. Unexpectedly, Lugal and the last of the
Deingilans are killed by Deslar and his
Garuman-Gamilas starfleet, who make a surprise
appearence that saves the Yamato in the nick of
Lime. ;

The space battie won, the Yamato returns to a
still endangered Earth. With the crew sadly
phserving from another spacecralt, Caplain Okita
piloks his ship into the Agquarian water column,

and, firing the Wawve Hotion Gun, blows up the
Yarnato. The resulting explosion shatters the
waler pillar and, Tor one 1ast time, the Yamate
saves Lhe Earth, Sysumu Kodai and Yuki Mori are
Tinally married as the epic saga of Seace Jruiser

¥amata comes Lo 2 shining end.

Final Famate marked an end Lo Lthe Yamats eple

“imJapan, In 1979, Space Srodser Famate and

Famalo 2 were purchased and meticulously
translated into English by Westchester Films,

Inc. under the title Sfaddzzars. Unlike most
“chepping howrses”, Westchester maintained the
imtegrity of the ortginal anime (the theme 15 even
im tact) and edited only the most risque acts and -
qraphic violence. Recently, Fasedfo A has been
added to Westchester's Standiasens package. Of
all Yamate's theatrical animation, only the 1977
Soace Cruiser Yamate Tim has been transiated
intg English,

Although Yamate's Japanese producers, OTlice
Academy (formerly Westcapel, have turned to
other projects ( Sie Maah Qetin) rumors abound
about 3 new Yamato feature Milm. Alse, a series
spotlighting the charismatic villain, Deslar has
even been suggested Presently, these remain

rumdrs perpetuated by overzealous fans, but with
such a lecrative property as &M Semban Famalo
. rest assured that Office Academy and Le |
Matsumoto still have Inclinations about
edpanding on thi Yamato mythos.

The epic ends, but the legend lives on.




wmmsilon¢  APPENDIX

Transiation Tables
Starblazers Soaee Crolser Famato
The Star Farce
Captain Avatar Admiral Jyuzo Okita
Derek Wildstar | Susumu Kodai
Mark venture Dalsuke Shima
Mova Yuki Mori
Sandor Shire Sanada
Or. Sane Or. Sade
109 Analyzer
Orion Goemon Tokugawa
Alex Wildstar Mamaoru Eodai
Hamer Giichi Alhara
Eager Kenjiro Oota
Dash Yasun Mambu
Conroy Saburg Kato
Captain Gideon Ryu Hijikata
Hardy Akira Yamamoto

The Gamilon Empire

Deslok
Lysis
Talan
Krypt
Volgar
- (Ganz
Bane

White Comet Empire

Tordar
Invidia
Dire
harse
Scorch

Mechanics

Arqo

Tiger

Superstar

New Black Tiger
Wave Hotion Gun
Andromeda

The Gamilas Empire

Declar
Demery
Talan
Hiss
GErn
Shultz
Ganz

Gatlantis Empire

Jordar
Salera
Genitz
Ragera
Zabibary

HMeka

Yamato
Black Tiger
Cosmo Zero
Cosma Tiger
Hada He

Andromeda

Premiere Dates

Octaber B, 1974 - March 30, 1975 Soace Criiiser
Famale (26 episodes), -

July 1977 Space Drwiser Famale (theatrical
releasel

August 1978 Arrfvegeres Famalo (Lheatrical
release),

_October 14, 1978 - April 7, 1975 Space Crufser

rYamale 2 (26 episodes)

July 1979 Famale: The Mew Vovage (Lelevision
special).

August 1980: fe Farever Yamale (theatrical
film), ;

October 11, 1980 = April 4, 1981: Space Crefser
Famalo £F (25 episedes).

March 1983 Ssace Cradser ¥amala: The
Concluding Chapter or Fing! ¥amate (theatrical
release),

Timeling

2199 - 2200: Space Crufser ¥amalo

2201 Arrfvedercy Yamate: Yamale 2 The AMew
e

2202 B2 Forever Yamals

2205 Sosce Crvrser Yamale 1Y

2203 Frnal Yamale (An aiternate ending to the
sagal . '

Bibl ography
Camics Collector, “Space Crulser Yamato™ by
Ardith Carlton, Spring 1984

Foman Albumns: no. 36, Be Forever Yamato

ng, 53, Perfect Manual |

no. 34, Perfect Manual 2

na. 36, Final Yamato
This is Animation *2, Space Crulser Yamato
This is Animation =4, Final Yamato
The World Encyclopedia of Cartoons edited by
Maurice Horn, “Uchu Senkan Yamate™ by Frederik
Schodt.

-
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We're of f Lo outer space
We're leaving Mather Earth
To save Lhe human race'

Cur Starblagers

Searching for a distant star
Heading off Lo Iscandar
Leaving all we love behing
Who knows what danger we'll Tind?

e must be strong and brave
Qur hidne weve got to save
IT we don't in just one year
Mather Earth will disappear

Fighting with the Gamilons
We wan't stop unbil we've won

Then we'll retasn and When We arrve
The Earth will survive
With o Starblazers

Opening Title lyrics {c) Westchester/ Westcane n"'l-,- KK

Films, Inc
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CHARACTER GUIDE

by Allen Rowe and Lealer Swinl

Captain Avatar (Admiral Jyuzo Gkitad

The mest famous and expertanced military
commander in the Defense Force and the orlginal
captain of the Argo. Avatar was chosen by the
Earth's government to lead the Star Force on
thelr voyage Lo |scandar, Captaln Avatar, more
than any other figure, i5 the spirit of the Star
Force,

It 1= his great concern far the homeworld of
humanity that drives him [0 his quest to defeat
the Gamilons. And it |5 his brilliande as a
military tactition that heartens and inspires the
crew In thelr desperate mission, even bringing
the Star Force the respect of the supreme J'

commander of Lhe Gamilons, Deslok
Derek Wildstar (Susumuy Kodai)
wildstar 1s the current captain of the Arga,

having been appainted by Captain Swatar, when
Derek first appeared, as the Argo's Weapons £
officer, he was bitter and blamed Avatar for Lhe
misfortunes of his family: Wildslar's parents A
were killed by Gamilon bombs and his brother ‘~..._.é
Alex was MILA, presumed dead. _
" He joined the Star Force to seek revenge, but 25
the trip progressed, Wildstar learned that
vengence was hollaw and there was more to liTe
than constant fighting.

= &

Mova (Yuki Meri) :
Mova 15 one of the Argo's original crewmembers,
serving as radar operator, science of ficer, and
nurse to the ship's dector, [, Sane. Nova has a
fragile, gentle beauty that contrasts her strong
irner character. Her bravery has saved the lives
of her fellow shipmates on more thah one
accasion and her subtle grace can be favorable
compared to the larger than life characteristics

of such other-worldly women as Gueen Starsha
and Teresa :1 ;
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Mark Venture (Daisuke Shima)

Venture 15 the first and only pilot of the Argo. A
stern, driven young man, Mark is a model soldier:
loyal, obedient, and strong willed. Venture is
best friends with Derek Wildstar. Perhaps
because they have such different personalities,
they are also friendly rivals, Venture 15 a hard

man to know, bul an easy man Lo respect and
admire, Y

Sandor (Shiro Sanada)

Sandor1s the sciende officer aboard the Argo
His quick thinking and sctentific prowess have
saved the Star Force many times.

Sandor 15 a cyborg, the result of a chilégwod
accident. This proves to be 2 blessing in disguise
as he <an do things no okhers can Sandur §s a
flerce and loyal member of the Star Force, and
one which they could not do without.

Alex Wildstar (Mamaru Kedai)

Alex wildstar is the older brother of Derek
Wildstar, A captain In the Defense Force, Alex 15
a brave, self=sacrificing soldler and an expert
fighter pilot. It can be presumed that Alex
inspired his 1ittle brother Lo enlist in the
military and was 3 warthy role madel for young
Derek. AL the start of the Slardlazers saga, Alex
is presurned lost In the Battle of Pluto.

Doctor Sane (Doctor Sado)
Dr. Sane is the Argo's eccentric medical doctor.
He is fond of pets and appears Lo have some
curtous drinking habits! Dr. Sane kept Caplain
Awatar and the rest of the Star Force in as good
health as possible during the Arge’s quest for
Iscandar,

Dr. Sane 5 also very practical; he can call
spade 3 spade.
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1G9 (Analyzer)

I3 13 @ genius robot, or so ke claims! He has
multiple functions, extendable limbs, long range
sensors, tools built inta his fingers, and human
Emokians,

1G9 had a ‘crush’ on Mova, and, although she
could not return his “love®, this did not affect his
outloak on "T1ife,

(anris)

o, R

% =I.

Crien (Goemon Tokugawa)
Orion 15 (e chiel engineer of the Argo. An old
friend of Captain Avatar's, Orion sees Lo it Lhat
the Argo’s Wave Motlon Engline always delivers.

Gueen Starsha (Staasha)

The Queen of 1scandar, Starsha of fers the Cosmo
DHA to Earth, and restores Alex Wildstar to
health on her nomeworid.

She i loving and very beautiful. She has nothing
but pity for the Gamilons and her lave for Alex
was great enough to allow Alex to return Lo Earth
without her. The lone survivor of a terrible
plague that destroyed life on |scandar, Starsha is
compelled to remain an her homeworld
Fortunately, Alex stays with her and, together,
they attempt to create anew |scandarian
clwilization, .

Pestok {Deslar)

Leader Deslok is supreme commander of the
Gamilons. Bold and cunning, Deslok I easily Lhe
number ane enemy of the Star Force, No plan 18
too outrageous for him to consider, and he will
stop at nothing to achieve his goals.

For all this, Deslok i5 also quite cultured and

" refined, with a great sense of justice. He shows
mercy when other Gamilons would nol. Deslok
alsa learns from hig mistakes: In his last battle
with the Star Force, he disabled all-their

weaponry, and, for all intents, defeated them!

Although his own ship was damaged, Deslok could

still have ordered the Arge’s destruction, bul Tor
the actions of Mova

Deslok is not a typical villain, but réally a type
af here, one who can see his own mistakes and
act to correct them. %




EPISODE GUIDE

Epfsode 1

In the year 2159, Earth was at war with the
mysterious planet Gamilans pummaeled the Earth
for twenty years and Earth was nearly defeated.
The war with Gamilon had polsoned the Earth's
surface with radicactive pollution and mankind
was forced to retreat Lo wederground shelters,
This was a temgprary measure al best, since the
radiation was slowly 3eeping into the depths of
the Earth. Finally the radiation hed reached a
critical paint: within one year all 1ife an Earth
would be extinch

In space, Captain Avatar fed the remaing of Lhe
Earth Defense Fleet against the Gamilon invaders
at Pluto, Unfortunately, the flegl proves Lo B no
match for the Gamilons and only Lhrough the
sacrifice of Captain Alex Wildstar do any of Lhe
Earth ships escape. The battle at Pluta is
unremarkable save Tor Lhe appearance of an U .O:
heading for Mars.

Cadets Mark Venture and Derek Wildslar ©
intercept the mysterious craft and they ind 3
beautiful girl clutching a capsule. Sadly, the

allen is dead, bul the cadels retrieve the capsule,

Caplain Avalar's ship, last survivor of Lhe batkle
at Pluto, picks up Wildstar and Venture Derek
Tearns that his trother Alex is dead and meets [r
Sane and Nova. ; :

The capsule is examined and discovered Lo be a
message Trom Queen Starsha of Iscandar. She
offers the Earth amiracle maching, the Cosmo
DMA This DNA would destroy the deadly
radiztion threatening the Earth. The problem 15
that she canngl bring the maching Lo Earth, To
this end, she supplies blueprints for a “wave
Motien Engine”: the only device that can enabie a
spacecralt Lo travel faster than light. This is
important as 1scandar 15 148,000 light years
awayl

A Garnilon patral ship is sighted over the
remains of the Japanese World War (I battleship
Yamato, Leaping intg 2 plane, Wildstar pursues
the Gamilen only to be forced down by engine
failure. He approaches the remains perplexed by
the Gamilon's interest inan old rusting relic.

Episode 2
It is revealed that the wreck of the Yamato |s

more than it appears. All of the Earth's nations
are pouring what remains of their Lechnology
into the construction of a slup Lhal could save
the Earth, ,

The Yamate |15 rebuilt with the latest
Iscandarian technalogy into the most powerful
ballleship in history. To prove her mettle, the
ship rises from the Earth 1o destroy a Gamilon
aircraft carrier. Wildstar, Venture, Dr, Sane, and
Mova join the Star Force, ready Lo rescue the
Earth fram the Gamilon menace
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Episode 3 : _ :
Upon receiving news of the destruction of his
aircraft carrier, Colenel Ganz, the Gamilon
cammander, orders an 'Ultra Menace Missile’ Lo
be Jaunched at the Yamato. :

Captain Avatar announces Lo his young crew
thelr mission: travel to Iscandar Lo gain he
Cosmo DMA and return to Earth within one year.
Because the mythical hero, Jason, had Lo recover
a golden Tleece to save his kingdom, Captain
Avatar renames the Yamato the Argo, noting Lhe
similarities.

And o the Arga prepared 1o launch, only to be
nearly destroyed by the Ultra Menacs Migsile’.
Only the quick action of the Star Force averls
disaster when the quns of the Argo premalurely,
detanate the Gamilon missile.

Trhe Argo begans her long journéy Lo Iscandar.

Eplsode 4

After leaving Farth, the Star Force runs into a
Gamilon carrier force. In the ensuing melee,
wildstar and his Black Tiger Squadron
distinguish themselves and the Argo escapes
intact. _

The Wave Motion Gun is fired for the Tirst time
and the Argo surpasses the speed of lignt
reaching Mars. The engine is @ SUCCESS.

Eplsnde 3 i
Eluding the Gamilon patrols, the Argo passes
within the orbit of Jupiter. There, Wildstar and
109 locate a floating continent in the methane
atrmosphere. Unfortunately, the continent alse

has a Gamilon garrison stationed there. Caplain
Avatar orders Eﬁ: Wave Mation Gun, a by-product
of the Iscandarian technology, Lo be wsed on the

Gamilon Dase, :

The gun |5 fired with devastating resully, The
base was the target, bul the beam destroyed the
entire continent and the ensuing fireball nearly
destroys-the Argsl The Wave Maotion Gun waould be
used sparingly from then on

Episade &

After a space warp, the Argo is damaged and i3
forced to land on Saturn's moon of Titan Tor
Litanite; amineral wital to the operation of the
ship. Wildstar and Nova are sent to the surface
ta probe for the precious ore, only Lo be spotted
by @ Garnilon troop carrier.

A Gaanilon tank nearly caplures them, but is
buried under an avalanche precipitated by
Wildstar. Afterwards, Wildstar Tinds the frozen
remains of his brother Alex's starship.

Episode 7

To counter the threat of the Argo's Wave Molion
Gun, the Gamilons on Pluto construct the Ref e
Gun, an energy cannon using satellites to deflect
its beam and thus hiL i1S tanget nd matter where
it is,

Enroute to Pluto, the Star Force discovers the
source of the Gamilon planet bombs that are
palsening Earth and prepares to destray the Pluto
base that 15 launching them. AS Uhey approach
Pluto, they 211 within the range of the Gamilon
Reflex Gun which promptly shoots Lhem gul of
the sky. The Argo crashes into the frozen seas of
Pluto.

Episode B
HMiraculously, the Argo survives the burst from
the Reflex Gun. Wildstar organizes a covert
strike force to Invade the Gamfilon Tertress and
destray Lhe Reflex Gun .

Afler braving many deadly traps, Wildstar and
what's left of his company, sabotage the Reflex
Gun, In the confusion that follows, the Gamilon
base 15 destroyed, but not before Lhe Gamilon
Pluto Tleet escapes.

The .ﬁ.fgl:l HI:IEI‘LS Fluto aned no more wiuld the
planet bombs ravage Earth

Episode 9

The Garnilons and the Arge begin a deadly game
of cat and mouse. The Arga, hiding inan asterold
field, is using the time to repair itself from the
damage sustained by the Reflex Gun, while the
Garnilons search for them.

Sandor develops a magnekic rield system that
draws asteroids Lo the Argo's hull, thus
concealing 1t a5 a rather large asteroid

Eventually, the Gamilons discover the Argo and 3
furious battle beging. Sandor's magnelic Tield is
used to arrange asteroids in patterns thal would
deflect Gamilon missiles. Reversing the polarily
senl the asteralds crashing into Lhe Gamilon
fleet causing incredible damage.

Ganz, leader of the Pluto garrison, onders his
fagship to ram the Argo. He doesn't count of Lhe
Argo’s rocket anchors, howewver, and, once they
penetrate his hull, the Arge swings him inlo an
asteroid. Scralch Colonet Gang and the Pluto
garrisan,
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Episode 10

The Argd |5 about to leave Earth's solar system,
but before she departs a few goodby’™s are in
order, Nearly everyong was upsel aboul leaving
their loved ones with the exceplion of Derek
Wildstar. It seems that with the death of his
brother, Alex, Wildstar had mo one 1eft on Earth
(his mother and father had perished is a planet
bombing years earlier).

Al the same Lime, Captain Avatar alse has no
ane Lo speak to, as his only 30n has died also.
Together, Wildstar and the Caplain commiserate
and become more deterrined than ever Lo save
the Earth

Episode 11

On the Gamilon heme world, the leader Deslok
tock a personal interest In the affairs of the Star
Force, His generals developed a space ming
field, certain to destroy the Argo.

The plan almost succeeded but for Sander and
I4's quick thinking. Deslok was amused and sent
congratulations to the Star Force.

Episode 12

Deslok develops a bizarre exa gas that absorbs
matter and energy. L i5 part of 3 scheme 1o
make the Star Force destray i1seIl. The cxo gas,
produced tn enormous quantiLies, would eilhe
absorl the Argo o Torce it inko the path of 1he
Red Star.

Te make matlers worse, Captain Avalar is laken
i and it 15 up to Wildstar to save the ship. The
%0 gas nearly Torces the Argo inlo Lhe Sea of
Fire, but for the wWave Molion Gun Dlasling a palh
through the solar fares of Lhe Sea of Fire. The
exd gas 15 then itsell consumed'by the Red Star,
The 5tar Force escapes again, much Lo Deslok’s
chagrin

Episode 13

Deslok appoints General Lysis, his Lop field
coemmander, to the Lask of deslroying the Star
Force.

v the skirmish with Gamilon fighter planes, the
Star Force takes a prisgner. |t turns out that no
ane has ever seen 3 Gamilon before and the crew
13 surprised to find, contrary to their beliefs,
that the Gamilons are not monsters but merely
humans with blue skinl Wildstar, seeing the
Garnilon prisoner, |s mad with grief. The Gamilon

VOLGAR

planet bombs killed his family, but Wildstar,
realizing that this Gamilon i5 practically a boy,
has a change of hearl and spares his life
Wildstar gives him lunch and sets him free,
realizing that vengence is hollow.

Episade 14
The Argo is caught in an Octopus Starstorm.

" Pilol Mark Venture is at a 1055 as ta how Lo

escape without losing precious Lime. The crew
|5 becoming edgy, and fights are breaking out.
Flus, the food supply is getting low.

Aray of hope 15 seen, however, as a Gamilon
ship 15 sighted and the Argo fallows its course,
The ship is in normal space again and can resume
their quest for lscandar.

Episode 15
General Lysis takes command of the planet Balan
fram Volgar, acting commander. They mounl a
huge task force to seck out the Argo and al Lempt
to track it in 2 sorl of “Sargesse Sca of doomed
starships.

The Argo is nearly destroyed, but for a message
from Queen Starsha. She gives the Slar Force
vital information Lo escape Lysis's fleet. Their
£5cape impresses Lysis and he considers them
worthy foes.

+

Episide |6

109 has developed a crush on Mowa, generally

follewing her around and pestering her.

‘The Argo passes Beemera, 3 planet that 15 an the
way to Balanthe halfway point 1o Iscandsr. 100
and Nova are sent to scout the planet and lagk for
potential food sources. They s00n Tind more than
they bargain for when they are captured by -the
Bee People.

The Bee Peaple are a race conquered by the |
Gamilons and there is a faction amongst Lheir
people who want to revoll, The leader of the L
revolt considers 109 and Nova to be Gamilons and
are holding them hostage. \

The queen of the Bee People is a puppet af the
Gamilons and will donolhing The Black 1 lgers
attempl arescue mission and evenlually Lhe S
Farce and the Bee People reach an ungerstanding

Hﬂua_re Jjects 10°s “advances' but 10 sLiTl wishes
ko ‘love her,
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Episode 17

The Gamilon commaseder, vnlgar has discovered
@ new power on his planet Balan The mass of
Vife farms on Balan can be combined to farm a

huge monster. Against the arders of his superior,

General Lysis, Yolgar creales a ‘Balanosaurus’, 2
manster designed to crush the Star Force.

Unfortunately for Volgar, the Balznosaurus
proves nd match Tor the Wave Motion Gun and Lhe
Argo continues to journey to lIscandar.

Eplsode 18

In deep space, the Star Force encounters a new
threat: the Garnilon Magnatren Space Fortress,
This construct has a magnetic field strong

enough o rip apart starships. Captainm Avatar
arders Wildstar and Sandor to Investigate the
fortress, using a ship made of non magnetic

alloy.

Boarding the alien ship, Sandor and Wildstar
encounter a Gamilon robot which they speedily
dispatch. As they explore the interior of the
fortress, andor reveals Lo Wildstar his
relationship to his brother Alex. It seemed
Sandaer and Alex were good friends. Alex went in
for more physical pursuits, while Sander was
more ak home in the 125 Inspite of these
differences, Sangor and Alex remained friends
until the war with Gamilan Caused them 14 g9
thelr separate ways.

Sandor's story 15 interrupted by the Gamilon's
defense mechanisms, Sander is caplured bul nol
before he reveals to Derek an amazing secrel.
Sandor |s blonic, the result af an accident of the
mad. Sandor has Wildstar remove his bionic
‘arms and legs, which also conceal high
gxplosives, Wildstar rescues what™s left of
Sandor and leaves his explosive 1imbs behind to
destroy the Tortress.

wWith the detonalion of E-EHHJ-I:E 5 Timdes, 1he
Gamilon fortress is destroyed.

ﬂ .
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Episode 19

Communications OfTicer Holmer 5 homesick Lo
the point of near insanity. This is because of a
new Gamilon scheme; a deep space relay
satellite. :

The satellite beams bad news from Earth with
the intent of demoralizing the Star Force, Bul
the crew of the Argo is made of sterner stuff and
the Gamilon plan fails.

Episode 20

The Argo has reached the shadowy world of
falan, which, unknown ta thern, 15 a Gamilon
autpast, Upon discavery, Captain Avatar opts to
destray the base but without using the Wave
Mot ian Gun, Tearing that the gun would destroy
Ehe planet. -
General Lysis counted on this reaction and
forces the Star Force to come bo the Gamilon
base where he can destroy them withan
artifictal sun inorbit around the planet. Lysis’
plan nearly succeeds but for Volgar, Yolgar,
fearing for the safety of the Gamilon basc, calls
in Deslok, Destok erders Lysis Lo sbop his plan at
acritical moment,

Lysls” scheme is thwarled by poliLics, the
Gamilon base s annihilated by ils own son, and
the Arga escapes.
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Eplspde 21

On Gamilon, Lysis 15 on trial for his life. The
loss of the base on Balan 15 a sore Dlow Lo the
Gamlilons. Lysls expects to be executed, butl is
pardoned by Deslok, who commissiens hirm Lo
destray the Argo ence and for ail.

This time Lysis is taking no chances. He
sumanans the greatest commanders in the
Gamilen fleet, and takes advantage of the latest
weapons, Among these 15 3 drill missile
designed to penetrate the Wave Motion Engine and
Space Matter Instant Transmitter Equipment
{5.MI.TE), & transmitter capadle of warping
entire fleets Lysis challenges the Star Force Lo
kattle his forces at the Rainbow Galaxy., Captain
Ayatat accepts the challenge, wishing Lo put an
end to Gamilon attacks once and for all.

The Argo is put on Tull alert and her grealest
Battle of all time is about Lo begin

Eplsade 22
At the Rainbow Galawy, the duel between the
Arqo and the Gamilons begins, The battle 15
unequal, with the Gamilons easily outgunning the
Star Force, The 5M.L.T.E machine proves 1o be
too much of a match Tor the Arge. The Argo,
while Tighting ftercely, 15 seemingly desmed.
Finally the Gamilons launch their drill missile,
which penetrate the Arga's hull and begins
working inwards towards the Wave Motion
Enging, Again, the quick thinking of Sandar and
139 saves the Star Force. They manage Lo
reverse the drill missile, laamching it back at the
Gamilon flect where It causes a chaln reaction
destroying the entire leet.

Lysis, wilth only his ship remaining, conlinues
the battle by planting @ bomb on Lhe underside of
the Argo. Lysls regrels his action, during his
battles with the Star Force he has come Lo
respect the crew of the Arge. But duly Lo
Gamilon comes Tirst and the bomb |5 delonated
The explosion is terrific, yet the Star Force hives
an. :

After a brief funeral service hanoring thase wha

dled in the battle with Lysis, the Argo proceeds
an,

Episode 23

The Arge picks up @ message from Starsha, At
last, the Star Force is nearing Iscandar! As they
approach, they find that there are two planets
sharing the same orit, One of them may e
Iscandar, but radio Interference prevents the
Argoe from communicating openfy.

It 15 revealed that the ather planet 15 Gamilon
a3 Leader Deslok unveils his master plan. The
planet Gamilon | daomed; due Lo volcanic 201 Eon
the planet’s blosphere has.become incredibly
corrasive, making 1ife nearly impossible. The
answer Lo Gamilon's problem I5 3 mass migration
te Earth, and thelr only obstbruction is the Slar
Force.

Using magnelic tracking beams, the Argo is
pulled to Gamilen and degasited in ot of hei
inner seas. The sea, Indood all walor on Garmilon,
has became pure sulphuric acid, and Lthe Argo will
eventually dlssolve. To insure the Argo's

destruction, the Gamitons launch violent racket
assaults,

Things 1ok bad for the Argo; In 1ess than ten
minutes the ship will be destroyed.

Episode 24

With the ship in imminenl denger, Derek
Wildstar goes Lo the captain. Caplaim Avatar
advizes thal the ship submerge and detonate one
of Lhe kargest undersea valcandes with Lhe Wene
Matien Gur The result is a chain reaction that
desbroys the Gamilon cities with new valcanoes
and earthquakes.

The sight of such destruclion sends Deslok mad.
He orders a counter attack and the battle rages
Lhroughout Gamilen. Finally, the Gamilan
headquarters 15 shattered and the Gamilons are
rd more, The explosions continuge until silence

Wildztar revives from the wreck of the Argo's
bridge. The final battle with the Gamilons has
nearly destroved the Arge. Venturing outside, he
rinds Mava sebbing at the ruins of Gamilon.

Wothing can stop the Star Force frem reaching
Iscandar and rescakng bhe Earth now.

Episode 25

The Star Force has reached Iscandar]! They maet
Gueen Starsha, who is Lhe 1ast surviver of
Iscandar, Iscandar was a thriving weeld until a
terrible plague struct its populace. |scandar
begged Gamilan, its sister world, for help but Lhe
Garnilons were only concerned airout Thghting
Lheir wars.

When the Gamilans learned of the fate of thelr
home world, they were too proud Lo ask Tor ald
and Teared encountering superior races wiich
would in turn Subjugate them. So the Gamilons
Tought the other planets which might have been
able to help them. Finally Slarsha could bear fio
e and sent aid to the imperiled Earth.

AS the Cosma DRA 15 being lnaded abaard the




Arga, Starsha allows the crew Lo Lour Iscemndar
and informs them of another human who they
must take back with them. The man is none other
than Alex Wildstar, Derek's brather! Alex had
crashed on Titan and was captured by the
Gamilons, Enroute to Gamilen, 2 Spacestorm
accurred and Alex crashed on [scandar. He
syrvived and Starsha nursed him back to health.

Meanwhile, some of the crew of the Arge,
fearing the ship will not return in time o save
Earth, wish to colonize |scandar, They jump ship
and Xidnap Mova, They Telt that they, with MNova,
could create a human population on Iscandar.
Unfortunately for these idealists, the land they
chage Lo settle on was unstable and, except for
Mowa, all are killed in a guake,

The time comes to say goodbye to Queen Starsha
Captain Avatar invites her to return to Earth but
she declines. Alex Wildstar boards the Argo bul
at the 1ast moment, seeing Starsha's terrible
loneliness, returns to her embrace. Tagether,
‘this new "Adam and Eve' would create a new
IsCandar.

The Star Force departs with the Cosmo DHA, bul
can they reach Earth in only 131 days?

Episade 26

The Arqo is atmost home. With no attacks from
Lhe Gamilons, the refurn voyage 15 much shorter
and they will reach Earth in plenly of Lime.

Unknown Lo the Star Foroe, Deslok and ihe
Gamilens were not destroyed, bul have Tollowed
thern back Lo Earth, Through an unforeseen
accident, Deslok’s ship collides with the Arga,
and, taking advantage of the situation, Gamilon
saldiers baard her.

Thedr intent §5 Lo pump radigactive §as into the
Argo, seize the bridge, and then autopilet the
ship to crash inte Earth Defense Headquarters,
Mter, of course, destroying the Cosmo DNA

Things lodked bad, but for the heroism of Nova
Sne uses the Cosmo DNA to disperse the gas and
force the Gamilans back to their own ship. This
action Ismt without cost: Mova is set inlo 2 3ying
coma

Wildstar, Minally realizing how much he cares
for Mowa, 15 grief stricken. She [5 not responding
to medication and he Teels emply. Imagine, to
save Earth and lase the girl he loves?

Meanwhile, Deslok 2ims his latest weapon, the
Deslok Gun, 2t the Argo and Tires. ALUhe kast
possiple instant, Sandor erects his new Reflex
Force Shield and the beam is reflected back al
the Gamilons, AL last, Deslok is destroyed,
victim of his owen weapon.

Captain Avalar, in his cabin, slares of T inle
space holding 3 picture of his family. The voyage
Is nearly over and Live Earll will be saved. One
final look at Earth, then the phatagraph, and,
lears in his eyes, Captain Avatar passes away.
As the Captain's eyes clase, Nova's open. From
death comes new Hfe. Mova has revived, much o
the delight of Derek, and together they view the
planet Earth. g
On September §, 2200, the Argo returns Lo Earth
victorious, *
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we're of T in guled Space

Protecting Mother £acth

To save the human race
Our Starblazers

Danger lurking everywhers?
But we know wa've got Lo dare

Evil men with evil schemes
They can't destroy all pur dreams

We must be strong and brave
Our hame we've qob ko S
we mush make the Fighting cease
S0 Mother Eacth will be at peace

Through 211 the fire and the smoke
We will never give ul hope
If we can win the Earth will survive
we'll keepr peace alive
With e Starblazers

Erding Title lyrics (c) Weslchesler/wWesicape
Films, Inc.
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Profile:

LEJl MATSUMOTO

L by Allen Rowe and Scot Carr

. Leji Matsumoto, the gifted Japanese Artist
responsible Inwhale or part for Soace Crpiser
Famraie, Caolain Rarlock, duwecn Milianis, and
&afaxy Express 999 was born in 1938 to 2n
Imperial Air Force family. Matsumote started
draw Ing at a very early age and created his first
successiul comic strip while Still In high School.
In 1953, his Advesfures of @ Ransrdeswon him
an award and publication in Manga Shanen.

His first popular work was Sake Sioaatl am a
riant) serialized inthe bay™s weekly Shonen
Hagazine in 1970, Sfoke digancentered around a
young Student wha didn’t belong to any
Unlversity. Prior to &tofg Matsumoto had worked
mainly on "Senjo’ or War Comics. Sénjo werse
differént from other manga because the stories
were self-contained and possesed an almost
Langible quality; one coutd almost feel what the
character felt,

Matsumoto’s first anime hit was the original”
Seace Drodser Famato television series inwhich
he handied the concept art and character design.
Fallowing Famada Matsumoto worked with Toel
Froductions on the giant robot serfes, &fage!
Aobet Danguare Ace In 1978 he created the
legendary Space Airgle Caplaln MarfockTor Toel
and collaborated with Office Academy for a
string of Famsfesequels.

Aftera brief period of inactivity, Matsumoto
continued his Salaxy Fxpreseseries which
becarme one of the longest running animated
sertes in Japan with hundreds of episodes and
aymerous fMims and television specials, In 1981,
Matzumole worked on Sewer of SO00 Fears
it fendzland the Captain Harlock feature films,

M Foull i Arcadia and Elernad Vayage 555 both
detalling the youth of Matsumoto's epic hero. In
recent vears, Matsumoto's anime autput has
diminished, bul ILs certain that new animation
is forthcoming

One of Matsumobo's'common themes 15 the
mating of history and science fiction, Fawmads
dalaxy Express, and fHEcfockseem to best
exemplify this quality.

The ancient Japanese battleship Yamato is
converted into a spacecralt In Sosce Srovser
Famato By series end we feel that the Yamalo is
more than just a restored hulk, She symbolizes
the courage of the fighting men of the past; their
unconguerable will, their sacrifice at all costs.
That is why the Yamato flies even after being
bombarded by enemy onslaughts.

In Cambain Hariock Harlock's ship, the Arcadia,
i5 designed like an old Earth pirate galleon
{Granted galleons didn’t have living computers or
laser cannons). This design keeps alive the spirit
of high adventure on the Seven Seas. 26
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The spacecrall in Gadaxy Sxpressiooks 11ke an
old Steam Train, but visits new and exciting
planets at every stop. I1U°s unrelenting form
maving shead and never back tells us that we
cannot change the past. We can only learn from it
as we.speed Lowards our destinies

In America, Matsumoto would be considered a
‘Good Girl" artist. His women, tall with miles of
silky halr, have appeared in many Men's
magazines. Leji is a collector of World War 1|

« hardware and his lovely wife, Miyako Maki, is
also 2 famous cartoonist in the genre of Women's
manga.

Leji Matsumoto's Ivrical, almost poetic,
storyielling has delighted Japanese, Eurapean,

¢+ South American, and, only recently, Amterican
audlences, AL 49 years old, Leji has done nearly
every genre imaginable (a limited bibliography
follows this text) and millions worldwide
eagarly awalt the mext creation from his fertile
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