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STAR BLAZERS-
the anime comic

The West Cape Corperation Animation Comics for
Star Blazers, volumes 2 and 3 are out. The books stick
to the format of volume one, and both are in full eolor.
Like Star Blazers itself, the series improves as it
goes along. The quality of the editing has gone up from
volume one, However mistakes and some format errors
continue to plague the series, like they still use
thought balloons for speech. What the series lacks
is an American editor.

When Star Blazers was created from Yamato by
the Americans, certain adjustments were made. Ih many
ways the Americans changed alot of things from the
geries., For example changing the name from Yamato to
Argo takes out an important aspect of the show. With
the comics the problem is that while they are good,
no one has taken into account the-current state of
the comies industry in America. Thus the series comes
off in many ways as aimed at children (format wise).

On the other hand it looks like the comics
are a blesasing. It was less than a few years ago
when the American fan would kill for a photocopy of
a Roman Album. While the series has a sort of childish
format, some of the better stuff comes about, like
Desslok telling Krypt tr.it he is an idiot.

Also with Star Blazers coming back on the air
to Boston and Philadelphia this Summer, we have a
first hand example on the east coast on what the
books can do. In addition the books are winning over
new fans to the series who might never have heard
of Star Blazers, or who might have watched it and
forgotten it. In many ways t..2 Animation comics are
becoming for American Star Blazers fans what the
Star Trek Technical lianual was for Star Trek fans
in the 70's.

One of tlie best points is that it reads like
you are watching an episode of Star Blazers. Not only
that but the art work holds up. The one great thing
about the book is that most art that you see on TV
you can only view for several seconds (four seconds
is a long time for a single shot on a TV screen), but
in the book the art still holds up, and gets better
as the series goes on. While the art work in the
first scason of Star Blazers may not be Fantasia or
Be Forever Yamato there is still alot of work put
into it that you just don't find with American
animation on TV, You won't much or any airbrush
or shadows on the face in American TV animation
these days. There ir alot of work here, and it
does show up.

As far as the plot goes, like itar Blazers
itself it does improve., The character of Desslok
is coming alons;. Wildstar (oes from being a space
jock to a three dimention character. The humor
from the seriecs also is starting to come through.

Books Nippan continues to distribute the
Star Blazers Animation Comic. So far they have
come out with issues one through three, with
four on the way shortly. The quality has gone
up with the latest editions of the book. With
volume three copyright notices have started to
be incorperated into the books for Wesichester
Films. There are still several minor problems
with the series here and there. Forbidden Planet
in New York reports sales of the comics are
very good.

In Japan West Cape Corperation has realesed
the entire Yamato I series out on video tape. The
entire series is on nine pre-=recorded tapes.
Before this the movies of the Yamato saga have
already been put out on video tave.

Wiz of Boston now has new management. The
0ld management was the Christian Broadcasting Fetwork
which ran chopped up episodes, now the new folks plan
to run un—cut copies of Star Blazers this Summer,
starting at the end of June, Star Blazers is also
back on the air in rhiladelphia, channel 29 at
T:40 Al weekdars,

Voltron, Defenders of the Driverse will air this
fall in Few York in the same time slot as He-Man:
Masters of the Uziverse. It is frém Japan, and is
scripte: by Jameson Brewer who worked on Battle of
the Planets. The show seems aimed at the kiddies.

Tt will be 126 half hour programs in sterec sound.
The show iakes place in the 25tk century, and centers
around a teax of young scientists who are each
equipped with interstellar vehicles. When the

threat of attack occurs, the vehicles combine into
Voltron, defender of the universe.

Also in America Lexington Broadcast Services
will distribute Gobots, a new miniseries of five
half hour animated specials, now in production by
Hanna-Barbera. It looks like Japanese animation,
or the elements of Japanese animation might make
it to the U.S. this fall, as if the adult element
will be included is another question....

The Summer 1984 issue of the Comics Collector
features an article by Ardith Carlton called "Manga
and Anime: Japanese Comics and Animated Cartoons,.™
This well executed article explores the relation
between the comic book and animation industry in
Japan, If you can't find a copy at your local comic
book store (or if you don't have a local comic book
store) write Comics Collector,

In the same issue there is a
review of the Star Blazers Anime Comics. The editors
of this publication have dome what Starlog has failed
to do, give Japanese animation geed coverage.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

LATE BREAKING NEWS = Colleen Winters reports the deadline for Highly Animated
L2 will be October 1st, 1984sececsssceccncces
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Several mew fansines have come cn.t.
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Yan. The productiom of this famaine exvels
in quality. This fansime runs 68 pages, the biggest
fanzine put eut om Star Blazers. It includes fan
fiction, art, information om video, translations,
and ocartoons. One of the most outstanding features
is "I, Desslok, Lord of Gamilon" a comic that has
some great art by Jerry Collins and Colleen Winters.
Jo Horvath has as editor given Star Blazers/Japanese
animation a fanzine worthy of some of the better
Star Trek fanzines. Future issues will explore
other animated series. The cost is $5.00,
(vhich is cheap for a fanzine this size) all
checks should be made out to JoIynn Horvath.
The address to write is Kitsune Press,

Final Stop is a new fanzine

put out by Boston Japanimetion Society. It-:has
some fantastic artwork and looks promising.
Issue one includes a synopsis of Yamato III.
For more information write (and please when
ever writing a fanzine send a self addressed
stamped envelope) to Frank Strom,

- -

Ipvidia is also a new fanzine., Issue one
runs around 36 pages. It has some good qualities
like an original comic called the Spider, and
the continuation of a Final Yamato parody.
Otherwise as fanzines go it is rather ordinary.
Issue two should come out shortly. Perhaps with
the second issue the editors will make a few
improvements. Invidia would make a good apa
fanzine, but has problems standing up on it's
own., In any case it's worth the $3 dollars which
should be sent to Steve Cicala,

-—-._

Pat Malone contimues to put out the monthly
newsletter for the Cartoon/Fantasy Organization
Bew York Chapter. Each issue has translations
that make it worthwile to get even if you don't
live in New York. For more information write and
send a S.A.S.E. to c/ro XY,

—

On a last note Trelaina 9, the apa of the
Star Blazers Fan Clp.b will have it's deadline for
all zines as August 19th. For info write Brian
Cirulnick

Eo;' spec copies send $1. As for Trelaina
the page count per collation continues to climb
to over 100 pageS.sssss
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One fan said "I wanted to read Yamato, mot Star
Blazers.™ But as far as the script goes the comic
is closer to Yamato than Battle of the Planets is
to Gatchaman, It is through the writing that some
of the more adult aspects are coming through.

The series looks promising, But in many
ways Star Blazers fans as a whole are waiting,
not expecting, not fearing - just waiting for
the show to make it's mark, Currently it looks
like the fate of the series is in the hands of
the television station and the owners of the show,
In the mean time we can read along, If you are
interested write Books Nippan,

THE STAR BLAZERS FANDOM REPORT is the
official clubzine of the Star Blazers
Fan Club, All contents are copyright
(c¢) 1984 by the Star Blazers Fan Club.
The name Star Blazers and all related
names and designs are copyrighted

1984 by Westchester Films Inc. The

Star Blazers Fan Club is a fan run non-
profit organization. Orani as a concept
and design are copyright 1984 by
Colleen Winters. The Star Blazers
Fandom Report comes out four times a
Year. Membership for one year in the
Star Blazers Fan Club is 35 a year.
Contact address is the Star Blazers Fan
Club,

Staff - Michael Pinto (Editor &
Garphic Design), Ardith Carlton,
Brian Cirulnick, Colleen Winters
§0rani illustration), Ken Samples
Desslok illustration), M.K. Mimbu,
Stephen Boyd, Dan Parmenter.

Club Chapters

*STAR BLAZERS SEATTLE
Bruce Cloward,

*STAR BLAZERS ROCKVILLE (MARYLAND)
Chris Bond,

*STAR BLAZERS TAMPA BASE
Adriana Brown,

—
*STAR BLAZERS NORTHERN VIRGINIA
John Dorsey,

*¥BOSTON JAPANIMATION SOCIETY
Caren Perlmutter,

If you want to start a chapter,

or your chapter isn't listed please
contact the club address c¢/o Brian
Cirulnick,

STAR BLAZERS FAN CLUB



THE FINAL
YAMATO

by Ardith Cariton
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PART II OF A 3 PART ARTICLE

The Commarder of the Earth Defense Force usu-
ally has good reason for all his oft-storied sweat-
ing, and the current crisis is no exception, Just as
he receives news of a particularly lethal-looking
Deingilan carrier ship approaching the Foom, Tuki
walks in the door with just the thing to mke his
day complete-—Kodal's resignation of Tamato's cap-
taincy., She explains that he blames himself for all
the lives that were lost., The Commander remsins ams-
eingly unruffled over losing the captain of Earth's
last remaining tattleship, and then reveals the ace
up his sleeve, giving Yukl a phone number to call,

Suddenly, the Deingilan mobile fleet launchea a
devastating attack on the Earth itself, scragging the
last scraps of spacecraft and them sipping back to
Plute, where the main fleet is walting. But Yamate
had been hidden safely away in an underground deck,
se the situation 1sn't hopeless quite yet,

St1l11 in the hospital, Kodal's thoughts are
eanly of going after the enemy in Yamate, but then he
remembers his resigmation, "Already, I can't de
witheut Yamts,” he realices, and helps himself to
an sarly discharge froa the hospital to ge visit the
tmttleship, ?

Absard Yamata, the survivars of the main crew
are hard at wark repairing all the damage when Kodal
shows up. Oaly Samada, whe has begun work om a way
to protect the ship from the Hyper Radicactive Mis-
siles, and Shima seem to know about his resignation--
others ask Kodail if he'll be giving them the order
uhhoffm.ﬂt;u-.uput!nd-mud min
bridge to think things out. "Maybe I'm not good
snough to be your Captain,” he tells the ship, “but
Yamata, I want to start over agmin with you! Just aa
a regular crew member would be finel Ome more time,
one mare time for Earth's sake, pleass let me fight

aboard you!”

Behind him, a familiar voice booms, "Se you
want te stay with Tamate that much, Kedail™ Eodal
whirls te see where tbe veice of Captain Ckita (Ava-
tar) came from, but behind him, tbe iridge is empty.

Six days before Aquarius is due to pass Barth,
the preparations for Tamato's desperate mission are
completa, and the whole ew—including Kodai—walt
at tbe dock for the new Captain to arrive. The Com-
sander nearly causes some cardlac arresta when he
arrives wearing a captain's hat (“He's the new Cap-
I T e e e T A e e B 0 A A T S s W LT D
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tain?1"), them aanounces that the new captaln had
actually bosrded Tamato the day before, On cue, the
new captain brosdcasts froam within the ship, "I am
Battleship Yamato's founding captain, Juso
Okital! Now, begin preparatiens fer our mission, All
bands, go to your stations!” He has to repeat the
order befare the crew shakes their open-mouthed aa-
tonishment and stampede in, '

Sure emough, Captainm Okita is seated at the
command comsocle. “Don't warry...I'm still attached
to my feetl™ he assures the incredulous crewmen, and
asaigns thea to their usual posts. And Kodal is ar-
dered te return te his dutlies as Combat group lead-
er--his positioam since Day One aboard Tamato.

Yasato launches from Earth in a flourish of
footage from sarlier movies ard series (including a
shot frem Arrived where the ship 1s covered with
gaping heles!), and as Okita explains that their
goals are to both stop the enemy fleet and stop
Aquarius from warping te Earth, nine destroyers—the
only ships te survive the Deingilans’ attack on the
Noon tmse—join Yammto om the trek to Plute.

[ater, in the Captain's quarters, Kodai and
Yuki have joined Dr, Sede and Okita to hear hew the
Captain hed been rought tack te life., “The fact
is,” says Dr. Sado, “"when he collapsed, btrain death
badn't set in yet. And by the Commander's order, an
extraord inary group of doctors was organized, and
their first project wabs to carry out the surgical
operation for Captain Okita's space radiation sick-
ness, The operation was a great success, and after-
wards, the Captain lived at the foot of Mount Fuji,
undergoing medical treatment. When his safety was
confirmed, the Comssnder let me know about it for
the first time..,coly about one month ago!”™ Everyone
is suitably impressed.

As if there weren't enough probless in a mis-
sion this delicats, the Deingil Boy has mamaged to
stow avay, and sakesa his pressnce kmown by stealing
Dr, Sade's fried Tari-san, er, chicken, But btefore
1ittle DB, bas a chance te get really ebmoxieus en
screen, Tamto and her destroyer sscorts reach the
Plute cone, mercifully prompting a scense change.

Vith the Deingilan fleet aighted, the Earth
ships charge in, and Kodal leads the Coeme Tigera
inte the fray with his newly-redesigned Cosmo Zare.
Deingllan tarpeds ships swarm to meet them, packed
with Hyper Radicactive Missiles againat which Yamato
still has no defense., The Tigers concentrate on try-

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE:"
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ing to stop them, but they're outnumbered and out-
saneuvered by the alien craft, and during the courss
of the tattle Kodai is wounded in the arm, However,
the destroyers can sccomplish what the Tigers could-
m't, although mot in an exsctly conventional way—
they move between Yamato and the missiles, sacrifi-
eing themselves to save the attleship.

At this rate, it would only be a short time be-
fore the missiles get through to Yamto...,but alrupt-
1y, the Deingilan ships break off their attack, and
rotreat, Fo one can understand why, but the Tigers
#eturn to Yamato and the remaining Earth ships set
about rescuing the survivors of the destroyed de-
stroyers, wondering if the enemy is really honarable
enough to allow thes to r their ded. They

got their answer quickly—-the Deingll plans suddenly
return and take target practice on the rescue crews,

then retreat again,

As the tarpedo ships are being refuled foar a
final attack on Yamato, Lugar Do Iahl gloats over
his ispending triumph. But Kodai has decided to fol-
low the attack planes tack to the Deingll fleet in
his Zero, with Yuki along as pavigator, They find
the fleet just within the range of Yamsto's main
guns, but timse is running out—the torpedo shipe are
revving up to launch, Kodai tries to radio the
fleet's coordimates tack to Yamato, but is so weak
from his wound that be passes out, and it's up to
Yuki to finish the job, Yamto's min guns fire Wave
Motion Cartridge Shells just in time, and wipe out
post of the Deingil fleet. And as Lugar Do Zahl
barely escapes, pot looking farward to txreaking the
pevs of the defeat to Dad, Yuki guides the Cosmo Ze-
ro tack to Tamto as the song “Two Loves™ is sung in
the background

"Your eyes laugh merrily within me

Your words buret open within me

Two loves that have stopped time

Two people’'s minds that have become barefoot
A vast place with pe tears...

Right nov I want te be happy with you

Bight mov I want to be bappy”

In the lull befere the inevitable mext attle,
the ealy destroysr left, Puyuzuki, takes the woumded
tack to Earth, Yuki triss te explain to the Deingil
oy how humns try to protect the happiness of
ethars, even if it means dying for them—something
unheard of far a Deingilan, And in a strategy meet-
ing, Okita announces that everything will be staked
oo the pext fight, se they can try to get to Aqua-
rius before its twentieth warp.

Oo the Uruku, Lugar has taken his son te the
phrine im the ocenter of the city-satellite te make
hin an offer he can't refuss, But firet, he tells
bia the sscret of the royal familyt “"Earth, the pla-
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pet we're bound far, was at ens time the planet our
ancestars lived on! In ancient times, our ancestars
were the pecpls that built the first civilization.
eesBut & planet of water came by in its arbit, The
rivers overflowed, the plaina became like oceans,
and the flelds, mountains, villages, roads, and all
living things were overtaken by the water, The civi-
lisation also sank to the depths, and the people
gave it up as the final days of the world,

) “At that time of hopelessness, a being froa
Space appeared in a corner of the sky, riding a
disk, and came down alone to give his ald, But the
poopl.-u_ntc!nut.owppouhu-cou-udbya

;ﬂ.nﬂ“ﬁtklﬂmctnhh&nhphﬂt
Deingil, They subjusated that planet, and erected a
mwa...aﬂmtmu-mdm Lo
gar meparchy! When Deingil was drowned, we were ex-
pdduhnlutmphﬂhlln,nmuou-
tors 4id, But we mow bave great strength, and will
ocontrol Earth! We are the legitimate msters of

Earth,

“(ne hour from mow, Aquarius and the lruku will
make their 19th wrp, And after the 20th warp, we'll
reach Earth. Fow, I'll give yeu ene mare chance! Ya-
mte will surely make an appsarance before the 20th
warp, Strike dews Yamate! Then yeu will beocems.the
perses werthy of being the mext era'e Great Priest-
President. The geds will lavish all of their divime

protaction en your attlet”

b@:hhhlhmh;hsommw-
talk, and takes the emtire Deingilan flest, oertaln
that be'll get Yamate this time and live up to his

father's expectatioms,

Aquarins' 19th warp passes without incident,
and Yamte alse warps, imtercepting the water-planet,
!hco-hrdjfchtth.htmnnulp
of the Deingilans, The tattlsship spashes down on
t.hnphm.htlttoolmﬂuhhurtd—-nlq
ancient ruins stand on scattered fleatimg contiments.
As Kodal wenders where the ememy and the warp sys-
u-m.mmmd--mmw
in the skiss sbove, and she begins te speak,

] am Aquarios, People who wers given life by
this planet, listen with spirits. At ome
time, Aquarios gave Earth the blessings of water and
life, but mere than a blessing was given...Aquarius
erbita over and over again, causing weather disas-
ters, annihilating living creatures, complately
sweeping avay the civilizatioms mankind builds with
se much effart. And yet, living things evercess that
ardesal and achieve evolution. Only those that over-
coms the crdsal given by Aquarius can gain a future,

=The blessing that is alss an erdeal is love.
Love doesn't just detaraine kindly, sweet things--
there are also an abundance of painful, barrible,
ruel things, A person must fight this...plsase have
the courage to confront this ardeal,

“Thie planet's coming to Earth was really sup-
posed to bs 6000 years in tbe future, but this was
hastened by the people of planet Deingil, They are
the descendants of & race that escaped from Earth to
live in space. Your enemy is not on this planet. .
Take wing, distant children of Aquarius.,,” And she

fades from view.

PART
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Desslok's Revenge is an ameteur animated
production, currently in production, and
completely produced by fans. The story
concerns a misconception of facts by
leader Desslok, While he chases after
the Starforce, an evil empire attempts

a takeover of planet Earth. Set at about
an hour's length, the film's expected
release date is mid-1986.




Brian Cirulnick is a film
major at School of Visual
Arts in New York City.
There he persues animation,
In addition he is also an
active science fiction

fan who has writen for

the Star Blazers Fandom
Report, and other fanzines.
In addition he has also
worked on several SF cons,
and is a member of the.
Lunarians, the New York
Science Fiction Society.

He also owns a cat called
"Nova" and makes his home
in Rosedale, Queens.




The Empire State Science Fiction Associetion, Inc. :
Pro Guest Ot Honor: . HarTy Stine

July 6-8, 1984 | PRESENTS e
A «xs.Lee Correy

ar Guest Ot Honor: J1IM Odbert

£an Guest Of Honor: uJ uanita and

Buck Coulsorn

The New York City SF Convention waster of Ceremonies: RODET Adams

ruace: Sheraton Inn at LaGuardia

$17 pre-registration by June 2, 1984 |
=) checks O TESSFA, " & = belTEL“FliAIES:smmymmu-.mdw
e B W W fres hotel shuttle from LeGuardis mirport
$20 at door ®ANKISE Friday a ﬁ'&dlﬂon&! SF program pon— 1%

;1’5&!}' noon = E FILESIRGS FANNISH FRIDAY is an amsteur talent show. SYIrIEG POOL

- 10 p= 1f you wish to perform, please write to
-2 pa YAKNISH FPILAY at Empiricor {same address).

STAR BLAZERS 2
JAPANTMATION

vides
POOM
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CRVED pATIeRA BTN Iy BATDIMUZES

INTINE SILMTACY

DIRECTIONS ; (S)
Sheraton Inn at LaGuardi g
%0-10 Grand Central Parkowary, East Exmburst, New York 11369 - {212) 4468800

FROM 21 MAJOR ACCESS ROUTES* - Follow Sigrs 1o LaGuanda Airport - To Grand Central Parkuay
= Exin ot Stk SireetLaGuardia Awport - South pto 94k Sireet b0 23d Avenuc - right tumm b0 S05k Sirect,

SCLONGE WASHINGTON  VIRRAZAND NARRONS /M3 TTAN SROGES  TRIBCRD : SITLS TOME + PHROGS MECK BNDGES
OUCEMS MIDTOWN FLUNCOL / HOLLAD / IRCOR. TN BATTERY TUMNDL S

SUBWAY /BUS COMBINATIONS

From 74tk Soeel | Roosevelt Avenne Station - 0-J3 Bus [Triboro Coach Corp.) - 10 90 Street & 23 Avenue

From Mala Stest, Flashiag - Q48 Bus (New York Ciry Transit Authority] - o 50 Steen & 23 Avenue

END Lines - GG, N, E F and #7 Trairs 1 74¢h Sireet / Roosevel Aversse Staion Take Q-33 Bus 1o 90 Street & 23 Averne

Longlsland Rallroad .  To Main Street, Flshing - Toke Q48 Bus 10 90 Street & 23 Avenue
Yo Woodsde Sl-iyor_ubHTTlﬂ {#7) To Jtv-Puums- Soson - Q-33 Bus 10 90 Street & 23 Avenue




LUNACON'’ 84

wWith Lunacon 'B4 the trsdition of the Star Hlazers
Video Eoom continued, About 1500 fans attended this years
lunscon held March 16 through March 18th at the Basbroumck
Beights hotel in Bew Jersey. The convention took place
er=y St Petrick's Day weekend, thus giving this years
Lanscon & theme, rrug-s=—ing included a Computer Gaming
Boom, Radic Eoom, Panels, Dealer's Room, and a big axt
show,

The programming of the Star Hlezers Video Eoom
featured & wide variety of animetion from Japan, bath
mev and old, Perhaps the highlight of this was the
preview of "Rooky Joe™ in English, The audience seemed
impressed with the quality of the translation, Credit
for thie preview goes te Ardith Carltem.

In addition the programming featured the top three
movies from Japan in 1983, Credit for the translations
of yrinai jameso™ and "Crusher Joe™ go te Ardith Carltem.
"Harmogedon™ or "Genms Taisen™ was translated by Patricia
Malope, Other nev animetion from Japan included "Orguss™,
"Cat's Eye", "Eew Pervert Frog", and "Space Adventure
Cobre.” In addition there were old faverites like "Kimba,
the White lLion™ and episodes of "Cyborg 009." Of special
interest vazr "Daioon III"™ vhich was animatien done by

As far as faniines wvent Lunacon was a great
copvention, Two mev fanzines made there previews at
lonscen '84, "Highly Animated™ a well dome fanzime
that ran around 88 pages came out, This famzime featured
seme very good fan fiction and some fantastic fan art.
43 eme fan remarked "I've beex waitimg fer Highly
Animated to come eut for & lemg time, and it was well
werth the wait.” Trelains the apa of the Star Elssers
Fan Ciub alsc came out at the cemventien, Adding te
the list of fanzines being previewved at lumacer vas
*Iovidia®™ which had some geod highlights, but & lack
of quality and workmanskip.

Lonaocen was also a great place te meet other
fans, Japanese animatiom fans from all ever the east
ecast came, (me could get a semse that Lumacen is
beceming the center feor Japanese arimatiem fans e
the sast esest, 23 Jar as cexmvention activity goes.

e coeperntion betweem the Star Elasers Fan Club
and the Nev York chapter ef the Cartoen/Famtasy
Organisation played s majer role in meking Lunscen
ap ever,all sucoess, Alet ef people worked hard aad
put alet of time and effort into this year's Lumacen,
and it payed off. Hats eff to Ardith Carlten, ‘Reb
Yenelon, Jim Kapasztos, Brian Cirulnick, and Richard
and Geral? Moriart;. Also there were alsc alet of
other people (like Mancy Cirulnick) who worked om
pther aspects of the conventiea that deserve credit.

Im"

BOSKONE

Well, Boskone has come and gone. For those of you
whe don't know, Boskene is the major Boston regiomal
SF eon put on annually by EESFA (Mew England Science
FPictien Association), Sometimes referred to as the
"Yinter Worldoon®™, it oertainly lived wp to tbat
dubipus distinction, I showed up on Wednesday, Febru-
8%y 15tk to belp set wup., By Thursday, things were
rolling aleng nicely and the con didn't even begin until
Friday.
On Friday, the video program started to take shape,
Me video equipment was run from the projectiom boothn
and was fed from there to televisions throughout the
hotel., Im spite of Bume reus tecknical preblems, the
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Rerretiems for the Japsmest amimetiem films wexi evar
tis kotel's eable sTrtem and were received quite well,
Tpanks te marraters Gerzld Moriarty, Pat Malene, Naro
Cgson, and Ji= Kspesstos for thelr excellent trane-
latiems of "Only Tou™, “Ger=ms Taissen™, "Be Porever
Yame t0%, "Pinal Yamato®, and wrmercus epiFsdes of
Japansese television shows.

One of the major technical difficulties was a
miving ef sxmgd {roa films or Procras=ins yitt sound
trecks, Both the nerrative and other audic were Iun

the booth projection., My partner in Japani=-
metion p was Jov Turmer who did a marvelous
Job handling technical problems that befuddled me,
Skip Morrie, under vhom we were opersting, run films
and was a grest help in spite of some minor differences. -

This year the committee had decided that the
“media fandom™ sspecy of Boskone ahould be de—emphagized,
The masquerndes was eliminated and the film program
consisted of films produced prior to 1977. This being
the case, there were worries as to the wuccess of the
Japanimation wenture,

Many Boston Japanimation fans cringe at being
branded 2media fans."™ Some groups seem to have alienated
themselves through various means., The vast field of
science fiction shouldn't be broken down into media
and literary to the point where fans isolate themselves
irto emall aliensted groups.

NORWESCON
REPORT

Norwescon 7, the annmual Seattle—area SF comvention
held March 22-25, saw Japanimatiom presented for the
first time with the showings of "Be Forever Tamato",
"My Youth im Arcadias™, "Gundam", and "Final Yemato."
411 showings were well recieved with *Final Yamato"
drawing the third largest audience of ths conventiom
(After the "Star Trek IIT"/"Indy II* previews). The
reactions the fans had about the comcluding chapter
of the Yamatc sags were generally similar; beautiful
animation, great music score, and a storyline that had
more plot holes than the planet Gamilem, Despite
ereating a pumber of depressed Shima/Venture fans,
"Pinal Yamato™ (and "Be Porever Yamato") brought a
large number of Star Blazers fans together for an
evening to enjoy the further adventures of the Starfprce,

Japanimetion was well represented in the dealer's
rooz at the convention, Models, books, posters, and
toyes frsz =any ehows were bought by the fans, with
the bestselling items being "Harlock™ and "Yamato®™
merchandise. Owner of Collectors Unlimited, Eruce
Cloward said it was the best convention business
ever and signed up quite s number of people for his
Japanimation model club.

While working in the dealer's room, a few
interesting items of comversation were noticed by
thie vriter. One of these was that as prospects for
8 Star Blazers III grov dim, fans are turnimg to other
shows like "Captain Harlock."™ There is & large Harlock
following up here, vhich comes as a bit of & surprise
since the only appearance the good pirate made in this
area was in Hoger Corman's %Galaxy Express" movie and
that didn't play very long either. Another thing about
fandor here is the growing dislike for dubbed
Japanimstion, A majority ef the fans preferred
Japanimation left in ite uncut original form and
subtitled, It would be interest to know what fans
acrose the oountry think of this (editors note -
letters to SEFR are welcomed), With Japanimetion's
succesasful debut at Norwescon 7, there will defin-
itely be a return engagement for Norwescon B,




communications

The entire point of the Star Blaszers Fandom Report is
to bring fans and their ideas together. We welcome
letters that express ideas em anything from the Star
Blazers Comios to fan pelitics, or anything else that
night be of related imtereat. Please send all letters
to the Star Blasers Fan Club, - - -

In the last SBEFR we re-primnted a letter from Science
Fietion Review which had the new famous phrase,
*militaristio Asiatios.”™ We got quite a bit of mail.
Perhaps the most interesting was a "I leve militaristic
Asiatics™ buttom that I saw at Lunacon, Amy way we

did geot a reply frem the writer of the mov fameus
letter. Se im the spirit of fair play here is as much
of the letter as we ceuld reprint -

essss] must take exceptiem both to being queted out of
context, plainly misimterpreted, amd being accused of
expressing attitudes I dea't believe I possess.
essseThe quetation is takem out ef a comtext im which I
commented wpem the reactiens eof fams several sub—gemres
to the comflict between their fantasies and reality. It
is met a specific attack upon Japanese animation fans
alons = = that would be peculiar and rather self-abusive,
gince I am one - - it was part of a reply to a column
by Charles Platt in which he commented on the rather
tenuous link between many fans and fan obsessions and
the real world, I think it was a valid observatien to make
and I do net retraoct it: something is wrong when more
people (not necessarily the same people) are interested
in a cartoon fantasy than in a superbly-crafted .
presention of real-world events that science fiction's
defenders have been looking foward to for years, I
would have felt it just as reprehensible had the Right
Stuff been outdrawn by an Anne McCaffrey panel, a
filksing, or even a panel on my own books.

As to my comment on "militaristic Asiatics " -
look, I grew up on Astroboy, Gigantor, Kimba, Marine
Boy and Eighth Man. When Sandy Frank marketed his
ridiculous bowdlerization on Battle of the Planets,
I watched that. When WHT ran the Shogun Warriors package,
I subscribed, and when WNJU in New Jersey ran Cyborg 009,
Galaxy Express 999, and Captain Harlock, I watched those.
Now let's face it, somewhere in the animation studios of
Japan they are selling one heck of a lot of 'Peace Through
Superior Firepower' T-shirts. I like Japanese animation.
I would rather my little brother watched Galaxy Express
than anything aired on Saturday morning. But the majority
of the Japanese animation imported into this country is
violent, and it is militaristic, for all its technical
quality, I will continue to watch and enjoy it for the
light entertainment it is, but I will not lose sight of
these facts.

Richard Mcinroe,

=I think your assessment of the militaristic aspect is
overstated.wWhile I agree .ulot of Japanese animation uses
the military as part of the plot, I think in many cases
the theme is not peace through superior firepower, but
more in the direction of classio SF themes. I think it
goes more in the direction ¢f man and his relation to
technology. Also the military element can be found in
alot of American SF, like Star Trek and Star Wars. Even
in literary SF you can find that aspect in everything
from Heinlein's Starship Troopers to Wells War of the
Worlds. On the other hand you do make several valid
points about certain aspects of fans.

The last iasue, with the news of Final Yamato is
is very interesting, as is My Youth in Arcadia, since
I had no prior information on Captain Harlock. Keep up
the good work, .Ssar Blazers will be on the TV in the
New York area, the only matter will be time!

John T. Barrett,

=Glad to hear you enjoyed the My Youth in Arcadia. I
would like to get some feedback from people on how they
feel about non-Star Blazers articles being run in this
fanzine.

I'm really enjoying the detailed account of the
Final Yamato movie, Keep up the good work. You're doing
a good jobl

Sharon Dellinger,

=The credit for the Final Yamato article goes to Ardith
Carlton. She put alot of time into it, and I am glad to
see that other people think it was worth the time,

Seen "Trek 3" yet? The Enterprise goes into the
repair dock? The Federation has built a bigger and
better battleship? Bnterprise outclassed/no good no
more? Kirk gets a mission that his superiors won't let
him go one? Enterprise crew commits mutiny an goes
anyway? They steal the ship an break out of repair
dock? Federation sends out Excelsior to stop them?
Does this all sound familiar? Uh—huh, Harv Bennet's
been watching Star Blazers (Should have watched
Galaxy Express instead). Ah well, I liked it anyway.
'Sides, Chris Loyd was fantastic as the Klingon
commander! Also Bill Shatner continues to prove that
he's one of the worst actors 'n Hollywood (Klingon
Bastards[).....-

Frank Strom
-But Frank, all aside it was a good flick!
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Fan Activity

by Brian Cirulnick

\ . € O 2
PART ONE: The Basic Concept of Animation %L~$$£ @@ — sRTLH IV TAre Eas
The general ideas for animation started over thirty .;pr‘« R‘“-ﬁQV“"‘Eﬂ A IT HITS

thousand years ago in the caves of Spain and France. Early
cave man would paint onto his cave walls renditions of
animals, with msultiple limbs to suggest the illusion of
movement, Much later on in the history of man, Greek and
Roman warriors would paint onto their sheilds a series of
drawings, which spun, would appear to be in motion. It
was this idea that lead two Jesuit priests, Althanasius
Kircher and Gaspar Schott to develop a rotary slide disk,
each side depicting a hand drawn windmill, which when
rotated, the windmill appeared to move, This devicebecame
quite popular in the 1630's, but soon died out as a result
of other devices that more effectively produced moving
images,

About two hundered years later, Peter Mark Roget
published a paper entitled PERSISTANCE OF VISION WITH
REGARD TO MOVING OBJECTS, This 1824 study established
the fact that they eye blurs pictures together in order
to present a flowing movement picture to the brain, That
same year, Joseph Nicephore Niepce preduced the world's
first true photograph. Film making takes a giant leap.

In 1829 a device called a Zoetrope was invented by

Joseph Plateau. It consisted of a spinming disk on to which
pictures were drawn so that when the disk was spun, the
image seemed to move., Bat it was the years between 1890
and 1900 that animatiom and film making took it's greatest

I've just proven that everyone reading these words
should be able to do animation. The only requirement is
patience.
If you are planning to buy some notepads to make
flip=-books with,here are some helpful hirts:
1.Choose a pad with thin paper as it is easier to see
your previous drawing more clearly.

2.Draw mostly on the open edge side as this makes the
book easier to flip.

3.Use a very dark pencil. You need all the help you can
get to see through the paper in order to keep your
drawings fairly consistant.

EDITORIAL

For a long time I have been getting the
question, "just what do you look like?" Due to
the graphics of the Star Blazers Fandom Report
some fans seem to have ideas that the club owns
it's own office building and a fleet of limos.
The truth of the matter is that the people who
write this fanzine are fans just like you are.

leap. This decade breught the world movie film, the movie
camera, and the first succesful film prejection in
1896 by the Immiere brotaers.

Now that I have bered you with histery, it's
time for a physics lesson, Take two index cards, on one
draw a bird oage in the cemter of a card, on the other

Thanks to Colleen Winters (the Ingres of
ink) now you the reader can get a good idea of
what I look like, Shown in the illustration I
am calling on the powera of the universe to get
out the SBFR out on time,.,..(Special note of
thanks to Colleen Winters.)

draw a bird, again in the appreximate center,
Now attach a small dowel (like a pencil)), /i
with tape or staples, and attach the ends of the cards /
together. Twirl the pemcil quickly, and if you have
drawn the pictures correctly, the bird will appear to
be in the cage! Congradulations, you have just done your
first animation, Sure it's crude, but so is any first
attempt at something. Also you've proven Peter Mark
Roget's theories beyond much doubt.

PART TWO: Getting started

A flip=-book can be made on anything that can be
"f1ipped”, notepads, the comer of a book (near a page
number), etc., anyplace where numerous pages can be
stacked and have drawings drawn onto them, each drawing
slightly different from the one before it. Start off with
bouncing balls or stick figures, or something completely
abstract. Don't procrastinate because you can'f -draw very
well or at all. Animation is the art of movement, not the
movement of art.

If you have constructed the little flip book included
‘with this issue of the Star Blazers Fandom Report, you can
clearly see that on each page the Yamato has moved foward
slightly. All parts of it have slowly increased in size
proportionaly as it moves closer to the "camera'.

Notice in figure 1 I have given a few examples of
what to draw onto an average flip book. An anterage of
bouncing balls and squiggling snakes is not compareable’
to something like Star Hlazers, but for those of us that
have alot of trouble drawing something coherent it is a
good start. Anyway, as long as you keep the action moving,
no one will be able to tell how bad the individual
drawings are. Any animator worth his/her pencils will
tell you it's the movement that counts, not how pretty
the drawings are.
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